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A WELCOME TO OUR NEW CHAIRMAN 
As President of the Association I thought it appro-
priate to write a short piece welcoming our new 
Chairman to head up the committee – Humphrey 
Tizard. 
I say ‘welcome’ but in fact I feel it should be to ‘re-
introduce’ him, as you will already  know how 
much Humphrey has done, and does do, for the 
Association. 
He joined us in 1994, becoming Vice-Chairman 
(Development) under Jackie Griffith in 1996. 
In 2000 he stood down due to work pressures, but 
stayed on the committee as an ordinary committee 
member. 
Although remaining as 
such until this year, when 
he stood in as Interim 
Chairman to fill the mid 
term vacancy left by Ra-
chel, he has always been 
at the forefront of the Asso-
ciation’s work, especially 
the major projects such as 
TESCO, where his knowl-
edge, thirst for detail and  
sheer professionalism 
were at the forefront of our 
campaign. He also fronted 
many of the Association’s 
presentations at planning 
meetings and/or appeals. 
Good luck Humphrey in 
your new capacity. I am sure you will maintain and 
improve the Association’s reputation. You have a 
good dedicated team behind you. 

Pete Daymond - President 
 
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT 
After the scandal of MP’s expenses, we hoped for 
a government which was more open and transpar-
ent.  The hybrid bill which will be used to enact the 
HS2 railway obviates the need for a public inquiry.  
It is doubly important therefore for the government 
to be utterly open and transparent in its public con-
sultation regarding the project, spelling out clearly 
the benefits of the scheme for the country as a 
whole, as well as being honest about the costs to 
the public purse and the damage to local commu-
nities.   
In the event, the public consultation has fallen far 
short of expectations.  The information provided 

would not satisfy the rigorous demands of a 
public inquiry, so the validity of the scheme as a 
whole cannot be properly tested.  The so-called 
business case would not pass muster at GCSE 
Business Studies; it is silent on the detail of 
noise impact and it fails to show how it will suc-
cessfully link up with Heathrow, which was the 
rationale for the new West London route.  
Worse still, the seven questions posed in the 
consultation are biased and leading.  No self-
respecting pollster would allow them. 
Our Council, and others along the route, have 
examined the scheme and are utterly opposed 

to it.  Your Association’s 
special committee (see 
below) have conducted a 
thorough analysis of the 
consultation papers and 
also find it deeply flawed. 
By the time the next issue 
of Ickenham Calling…. hits 
your doormat, the consulta-
tion process will be over.  
After that the fate of HS2 
will be in the hands of our 
elected representatives in 
Westminster.  We hope 
that they, and in particular 
our local MP, Nick Hurd, 
will not vote for the bill with-
out further investigation into 
issues vital not only to af-

fected communities along the route but also to 
the country as a whole.             Humphrey Tizard 
 
HS2 REPORT 
The HS2 Road Show was held at the Winston 
Churchill Hall, Ruislip on the 30th and 31st 
March. The hall was very busy on both days 
with representatives of HS2 Ltd., the company 
charged with delivering the railway, answering 
questions from very concerned residents. The 
Ruislip Against HS2 group was in attendance 
on both days, busily giving advice, distributing 
posters, car stickers, lapel badges etc. and col-
lecting signatures for their petition. There is no 
doubt that this determined group is having an 
impact. 
As expected, very little extra detail was forth-
coming from the Road Show beyond that  
already published. One major piece of informa-
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tion, however, concerned the  
3 “stubs” mentioned in the Route 
Engineering Report but not shown 
on the route map. We now know 
where they are and what their pur-
pose is. See High Speed Consulta-
tion leaflet from the Department of 
Transport entitled “Connecting to 
Heathrow” which has an Ordnance 
Survey map on which the new lines 
and stations have been superim-
posed. 
 
A Tale of Three Stubs: 
The accompanying diagram may help. Stubs are simply 
junction points built into the main line, to which branch 
lines can be attached. Stub one appears on HS2 north-
east of Chalfont St. Peter and is labelled as the Bucks stub 
on the diagram. From here an HS2 link to Heathrow runs 
south, crossing the Chiltern line (chequered line in the dia-
gram) to a point a little south of the M40. 
At this point it is joined by another line from the second 
stub, which begins at the point where HS2 crosses 
Breakspear Road South on a new road bridge, alongside 
the existing road bridge carrying the Chiltern line. This sec-
ond line is in a tunnel (dotted line on the diagram) which 
then joins the Heathrow link south of the M40 and contin-
ues in a tunnel to a new above ground station called 
Heathrow North. On the way south, underground spurs run 
to new stations at Iver and Terminal 5. Extensive tunnelling 
operations will therefore be required in the chalk aquifers 
supplying water to the wetlands of the Colne Valley and its 
river. However, because of the high costs involved in  

tunnelling, a viaduct is the most 
likely rail corridor for HS2 over the 
Colne Valley.  The cost of con-
structing the Heathrow link in this 
manner is estimated at between 
£2.5 billion and £3.9 billion. It is not 
clear if this sum is included in the 
estimates for building HS2 as far 
as Birmingham. HS2 propose that 
the Heathrow link should be built 
as part of the second phase of the 
network when the extension to 
Manchester and Leeds is in place. 

They go on to say “Eventually this spur (the Heathrow 
link) could be extended to loop back to the main HS2 
line so that trains from West Midlands and beyond 
could call at Heathrow on the way to London.” Hence 
the reason for the third stub at Northolt, where the re-
turn link to HS2 would be made. No details are avail-
able as to the route that this loop would take or whether 
it would be above ground or in a tunnel. Its approximate 
direction is shown in the diagram by the arrow labelled 
“Heathrow Loop”. 
 
The Noise Issue 
Little if any useful information was available on the criti-
cal issue of noise. Five points are clear: 
 

1. The London Borough of Hillingdon Planning 
Dept. point out that the figures on noise pub-
lished by HS2 are the result of computer simu-
lations and are predictions only. Only after HS2 
is built and the rolling stock is in action will it be 

possible to measure actual noise levels. 
2. The figures quoted by HS2 about 
predicted noise impact (measured in deci-
bels) are average readings only. Averages 
are not very useful in terms of actual experi-
ence because they “iron out” peaks and 
troughs. HS2 also admit that the average 
readings will steadily rise as traffic in-
creases. The average figures quoted by 
HS2 do not include increases in traffic as a 
result of any extensions of the track north of 
Birmingham. 
3. The “noise mitigation measures” 
promised amount to a 3 metre high fence 
each side of the track. The maximum reduc-
tion in noise levels achievable by such 
measures is only around 15 decibels. 
4. Mr. Philip Hammond, Secretary of 
State for Transport, has told us that no one 
living more than a kilometre from the track 
will be able to hear it.  How can he be sure?  
The noise from HS2 will carry over exten-
sive parts of our area. 
5. Booz and Co. who produced the 
“Appraisal of Sustainability Report” for HS2 
suggest (p.16) that “significant noise im-
pacts” will be experienced within 300 metres 
of the preferred route of HS2. 
 

 

       HS2 Road Show at  
Winston Churchill Hall 30/31.03.11 
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THE CONSULTATION ENDS ON THE 29th JULY 2011. 
 

Either respond by using the form provided online by HS2 http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk or write your own 
letter. FREEPOST RSLX-UCGZ-UKSS, High Speed Rail Consultation, P.O. Box 59528, London SE1 9AX.  
Remember that you can modify your online response if you have second thoughts. Above all, get your  
response in before the deadline. The consultation is all you have got; there will be no Public Enquiry.  
Do not stop writing to your M.P. and government ministers with questions, comments, complaints etc.  

West Ruislip to Harvil Road:  Visualisation of the route of HS2 for 
the high speed rail line from London to Birmingham, showing 
embankments, land take and a new bridge over Breakspear Road 
South.  (Reproduced by kind permission of the London Borough 
of Hillingdon) 

Harvil Road to Moorhall Road: Details as 
described above. (Reproduced by kind  
permission of the London  
Borough of Hillingdon) 
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            Please also ensure you return the 
HILLINGDON PEOPLE  HS2 response card 

by Friday, 1st July 2011. 
 

How Can the Case Against HS2 be Summarised? 
There are 3 main planks:  
(1) No Business Case. It cannot be made to pay for itself.  
(2) No Environmental case. At best it is carbon neutral. It is certainly destructive and this can be illustrated by  
reference to Hillingdon with the huge amount of disruption and the loss of housing, HOAC base, part of Ruislip golf 
club, green spaces, Blenheim Care home and many other businesses. 
(3) No money to pay for it. This is probably the one nobody needs reminding about, except the government. This is 
a taxpayer funded project. 
 
LIST OF AMENITIES LOST OR REDUCED ACROSS HILLINGDON,  AND IN THE  RUISLIP, WEST RUISLIP AND 
ICKENHAM AREA PARTICULARLY (as confirmed by the London Borough of Hillingdon on 06.05.11) 
 
Many of the facilities listed below will not necessarily be lost completely. They are all likely to lose some land which 
will in certain cases make future use of their sites impossible.  

 Victoria Road Waste Transfer Station and Civic Amenity Site, South Ruislip  
will lose its railway siding and will require major engineering works in order to remain open post HS2. 

 Hillingdon will lose some land and tranquillity from two recreation grounds  
(Herlwyn Avenue Open Space, Ruislip and Bridgwater Road Open Space, South Ruislip). 

 West Ruislip Station Car Park will lose significant land. 

 Blenheim Care Home  although not confirmed by the government, recently released plans show the line of 
HS2 will go through  the care home threatening its ability to remain open. (For these plans see:  
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/library/maps) 

 West Ruislip Golf Club   
will lose land from the course and potentially some parts of buildings.  

 Ruislip Rifle Club   
within the boundary of the golf course, appears under serious threat of demolition. 

 Shering-Plough Animal Health   
will lose its residential lodge, at least one other out-building, its access road and further land from the site. 

 Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre (HOAC)  
will have a 12 metre high viaduct over it, spoiling the visual amenity of the site, affecting activities and it may 
lose buildings depending on where the viaduct piers are placed. 

 The lakes/flooded gravels pits towards the western borough boundary make up part of the Colne Valley Re-
gional Park which will have its landscape and tranquillity affected by HS2 and the viaduct. 

 There will also be a number of demolitions on residential and commercial properties in the borough. 
Final note from the LBH with regards to confirming exactly what land take is required for HS2, the government have 
not been particularly forthcoming, so this list is based on the publicly available information and plans published on 
the Department for Transport consultation website :  
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/                                                                                                   HS2 Sub-Committee 
 
FULL HOUSE AT THE AGM 
It was gratifying, as always, to see a full attendance at our  
Annual General Meeting, held in the Village Hall on 15th April, 
plus a keen interest shown by those present who raised  
questions or expressed opinions on various local topics.  
The acting chairman, Humphrey Tizard, presided, and first of all 
paid tribute to his predecessor, Rachel Moore, who had been 
obliged to resign earlier in the year, due to moving house with 
her husband. For the past four years, Rachel and her husband 
Chris, both lawyers, have helped the Association become more 
skilled in the presentation of its projects, particularly in planning 
matters, and have given it a more professional image. Their  
contribution has been invaluable.  
MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Tizard reported that although we have an unusually high proportion of the community who are subscribing mem-
bers of the Association (some 66%), membership figures for the past year had shown a decline. Although the in-
crease of pensioners was up 17, the standard rate of membership was down by 42. The decline is possibly due to 
the fact that more properties in Ickenham are being let on a short term basis, and also the difficulty of gaining access 
to flats.  

Farewell to our outgoing chairman,  
Rachel Moore, at the AGM 
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The chairman praised the efforts of the area and road  
stewards in collecting the subscriptions and distributing the 
quarterly edition of Ickenham Calling……. , and appealed 
for more volunteers to help in this capacity. It is hoped the 
new residents coming into Ickenham Park will boost our 
numbers.  
PLANNING  
As always, the chairman emphasised that this was the  
major aspect of the Association's work. We scrutinise every 
planning application relating to Ickenham, and the brunt of 
this work is carried out by our president, Peter Daymond, 
and our Planning Officer, Hanne Raeder.  In 2010/11 they 
looked at 181 applications, and sent 82 letters of objection/
observation/comments to the local planning authority, plus 
countless letters and e-mails on other current matters to the 
LBH, local residents or other organisations. 
UXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE 
Mr. Tizard stated the only major planning application of 
concern in 2010 continued to be the remodelling of   
Uxbridge golf course,  proposing at this latest stage the use 
of 135,000 m3 of inert soil. This followed a similar applica-
tion in 2009, involving far larger quantities of the same  
material, i.e. 375,000 m3, which was refused on environ-
mental concerns, went to appeal and was dismissed in 
April 2011.  
The smaller project, i.e. infill of 135,000 m3 inert soil had 
also been refused by the LBH, because the applicant had 
not offered a sufficiently large financial bond to secure  
completion of the project on time. Without this, there was 
the risk that the course could have been used for infill  
operations for an indeterminate period of time.  This has 
now also gone to appeal, and we are awaiting the outcome.   
ICKENHAM PARK 
David Fenton has been responsible for liaising with Cala 
Homes and the Council to minimise disruption over the 
building of this new estate, particularly in relationship to 
roads and traffic controls. Heacham Avenue and Aylsham 
Drive were both closed to traffic for a while due to the  
erection of traffic lights and modification to the centre island 
in the High Road. These changes caused the loss of street 
lighting in High Road and Aylsham Drive due to an uniden-
tified severed cable, and David Fenton has had to put much 
pressure on Scottish and Southern Electricity, Cala Homes 
and the Local Council to get the matter resolved. Building 
work on the new houses and flats continues, and some are 
already occupied.  
TESCO AT HILLINGDON CIRCUS  
Although Tesco's 2007 application was rejected, they still 
own the Master Brewer site, so we knew the controversy 
had not entirely gone away. At a road show last December 
held locally, Tesco showed rough details for an alternative 
scheme. In February, they requested a meeting with the 
Association to discuss the plan, but we asked for more  
concrete details so that the meeting would be more  
meaningful, and to date we are waiting to hear whether 
their plans are complete. Once we know what the plan  
entails, then we will be seeking your opinions.  
HIGH SPEED TRAIN (HS2)  
In March 2010, the previous government announced pro-
posals for a high speed rail link, which would follow the 
north side of the Chiltern line through Northolt and West 
Ruislip. Realising how this would affect things locally, this 
Association set up a sub-committee under the chairman-
ship of John Collins, a former committee member, who did 

much to spearhead our objection to the Central Rail-
ways scheme, to monitor the details as they emerge.  
As the HS2 scheme details had not been widely  
publicised, this sub-committee has largely been  
responsible in obtaining information, which it has  
published in Ickenham Calling……,and has been  
ssuing posters advertising public meetings and posters 
saying NO to HS2. The Council opposed the scheme 
at the outset because of the route taken, but stated 
that they were not opposed in principle to a high speed 
rail link, a position then endorsed by this Association. 
Now the details of the scheme have become clearer 
the Council and this Association have decided that it 
would have a devastating effect on Ickenham and the 
surrounding district, and would not be beneficial to the 
country as a whole. This sub committee will be devel-
oping a case against HS2,and will be making a formal 
response as part of the consultation process. We have 
joined a national action group called HS2AA (HS2  
Action Alliance) and pledged £200 for their PR cam-
paign. In the meantime, we encourage as many  
people as possible to write to our local MP, Nick Hurd, 
at the House of Commons, London,SWlA OAA,  
expressing their objections to this scheme.  
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  
One of our committee members, Neena Bedi, has 
taken on the environment and green spaces brief. 
Apart from her work on the Conservation Panel and 
Friends of the River Pinn, she has also revived the 
Friends of Swakeleys Park Group. One of the projects 
is a Chrysalis funding application for improvements in 
the park. In addition, Mrs. Bedi has also taken on the 
role of better relations with local schools. 
COMMUNICATIONS  
In addition to Ickenham Calling…., the chairman re-
ported that we had increased the use of digital media 
to communicate with members. We are making more 
use of our website, which includes information about 
the village, the Association and an update on topical 
issues. We have become more expert in web produc-
tion and a newly designed site will be launched shortly.  
POLICE   
Vic Silk has continued to represent the Association on 
the Community and Police Consultative Group and 
liaising with Neighbourhood Watch.  
HEALTH  
David John has been the spokesman on health mat-
ters and has kept us up to date with the various 
changes in the N.H.S.  
NO INCREASE IN SUBSCRIPTIONS 
In submitting the treasurer’s report, Jill Dalton, said 
there would be no increase in the basic rate of the  
annual subscription.  This was due to the fact that we 
had been careful in our spending; in fact our expenses 
this last year were £ 82 less than the previous year.  In 
general, the Association had enjoyed a financially  
successful year.  Our main source of income was the 
annual subscriptions, and Ms Dalton thanked the road 
stewards for their task in bringing in the money. 
OFFICERS ELECTED 
President:  Peter Daymond 
Chairman:  Humphrey Tizard 
General Secretary: June Reyner 
Planning Officer: Hanne Raeder 
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Membership Secr.: John Squiers 
Treasurer:  Jill Dalton 
Committee Members: Brian Adams, 
   Neena Bedi 
   Barbara Buckle 
   David Fenton 
   David Harding 
   David John 
   David Millen 
   Victor Silk 
   Sue Wright 
THANKS 
Mr. Tizard concluded by thanking the officers and commit-
tee members for their support and hard work throughout 
the year.  Regrettably, we are saying a temporary good-
bye to our minutes secretary, Jenny Wakerley, whose 
husband has taken on a one-year assignment in Singa-
pore.  We are looking forward to their return next year. 
             John Squiers 
UXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE 
Since the last newsletter, the Appeal against the LPA’s 
refusal of the application to remodel the course with 
375,000 m3 of waste material has been dismissed.  The 
Inspector agreed with the Council’s environmental  
concerns; he also agreed with the objection raised by your 
Association, residents and the Golf Club that the effect on 
the landscape  would be contrary to planning guidance.  
However, he did not agree with our argument that using 
the course for landfill operations would be an unaccept-
able change of use, nor did he consider the concerns re-
garding increased traffic along Swakeleys Road and  
Harvil Road to be reasons for refusal. 
The Appeal against the refusal of the smaller scheme in-
volving 135,000 m3 of infill has now been changed to a 
Public Hearing; a date has not yet been set.  We have set 
out our objections to the Inspectorate which include the 
effect on the landscape, but accept that limitations on the 
duration of the project will now be a matter for conditions 
to the approval, or a S106 agreement.   
However, any redevelopment works would also have to be 
approved by the Council as landlords.  They have now 
confirmed to us that they have denied Mack Trading use 
of the temporary A40 sliproad entrance for anything other 
than re-instatement works which should now be all but 
completed.  Readers may recall that the Council has 
mooted the possibility of using the re-instatement works 
window for additional remodelling works.  However, now 
that that window has been closed, there should be no  
justification for further loss of the amenity to golfers,  
walkers and our residents who overlook the course.  
                                                       Humphrey Tizard 
                   
LOSS OF THE GOSPEL OAK 
During March we received a letter from the Council that 
the much loved Gospel Oak was in a very dangerous con-
dition and experts recommended its immediate removal. 
The following extract from that letter helps to explain the 
situation: 
“The Oak tree, which is approximately 100-150 years old, 
is not the original Gospel Oak. The original Gospel Oak 
was felled during the beginning of this century owing to 
the tree dying. A new oak was planted at the site on 3rd  
December 2003. Unfortunately this new young tree did not 
prosper; this was then replaced again. This tree also failed 

and a decision was taken in 2008 to open up the area 
allowing the mature oak on site to thrive and be the fo-
cal point of the site.  However, this mature oak tree is 
suffering from a range of pathogenic fungi, including 
honey fungus. As mentioned above, within the last ten 
years two attempts were made to establish young oak 
trees at this location but on each occasion the young 
trees died. This could well be due to the presence of 
the honey fungus in the soil, which was identified in a 
technical report provided by Gristwood and Toms Ltd”. 
 
 
 

Despite our disap-
pointment there was 
nothing we could 
realistically do other 
than accept the  
expert view. 
We did however 
seek assurances 
from the Council as 

to the future of the site and are happy to say the  
Council have given such assurances and are seeking a 
meeting with us, and other known interested individu-
als, which we are currently in the process of organising. 
In a quote from an e-mail from Jean Palmer, Head of 
Planning Environment, Education and Community  
Services she says “I am personally sorry to see the tree 
go, as it always seems sad, however we can find no 
alternative. I will ask Officers to see if the soil can be 
cleansed so that another appropriate tree can be 
planted, and Officers will be very happy to work with the 
Ickenham Residents’ Association on proposals around 
this important local site”. 
We are therefore reassured of the Council’s intentions 
and hopeful that the site can be cleared of any 
‘pathogenic fungus’ remaining in the soil, and once 
cleared we will try again to get yet another replacement 
tree to survive. We are hopeful that at the same time 
the complete site can be re-vamped. 
                                                  Pete Daymond - President 
 
PRAISE FROM AN EX-RESIDENT 
A former Ickenham resident now living in Dorset sent us 
the following note: 
I can’t tell you how much I took for granted the power of 
Ickenham Residents’ Association having moved to an 
area without any formal residents’ organisation, which 
has resulted in major developers basically having so 
much power and control over what they do!  It is literally 
changing the face of this beautiful area. 
The lady in question is experiencing problems with a 

View before the oak was felled Diseased Bark 

View after felling the oak 
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large planning application for a block of flats and several 
houses in land behind her property. 
We wish her well in her pursuit of fighting such unwanted  
development.                                           Pete Daymond 
 
HEALTH MATTERS 
A question of life and death can often be a matter of being 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. I am referring to an 
interestinq question relating to health matters, that was 
raised at the Association's excellent AGM. The discussion 
centred around the use and placement of a defibrillator in 
our local community. A defibrillator is a life saving  
machine that gives the heart an electric shock in cases of 
cardiac arrest. This is called defibrillation and can save 
lives. Research has shown that applying a controlled 
shock within five minutes of collapse provides the best 
possible chance of survival. The value of having a defribil-
lator installed at a suitable locality in the Village may be 
open to question, however, the British Heart Foundation 
has been donating the placement of defribillators in the 
community since 1996. In fact more than 6,000 and it is 
known to have saved at least 230 lives. 
They advise that it is very easy to use an AED. 
(Automated External Defribillator) The rescuer turns the 
machine on, which then gives "voice prompts" telling the 
rescuer what to do. The rescuer will be asked to put the 
pads in position on the person’s chest. These pads detect 
electrical activity in the heart and will be be able to tell if a 
shock is needed. The general advice is that anyone can 
use an AED, but it is preferable that people receive train-
ing first. It would be better if more people were trained in 
CPR, (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) which buys time 
before defribillation. It also suggested that an AED should 
not be locked away in a cabinet. The choice for the locality 
of the device is difficult, a GP surgery is one obvious  
answer, and the local library was mentioned. To summa-
rise, research has shown that having defribillators in fixed 
locations, particularly in high risk public places, is an  
effective measure in saving lives. Higher risk settings  
include shopping areas, places of entertainment, schools, 
airports and not surprisingly casinos. For more information 
go to the British Heart Foundation Website; 
www.bhf.org.uk or phone 0300 330 3311.  
Hillingdon Hospital NHS Trust has been given the green 
light to become an NHS Foundation Trust, with effect from 
1st April 2011. The new title will be The Hillingdon Hospi-
tals NHS Foundation Trust  (Hillingdon and Mount Vernon 
Hospitals). This means, as a Foundation Trust Hillingdon 
will no longer report directly to The Department of Health, 
but it remains part of the NHS, providing free services to 
all its patients. The Trust's application to become a Foun-
dation Trust has already been supported by 7,000 local 
residents who signed up to become members. This brings 
the total number of Foundation Trusts to 137. To sign up 
to become a member, complete an application form by 
contacting by e-mail foundation@thh.nhs.uk or call 0800 
8766 952.  
Our local community will now have greater input in saying 
how their local hospital service is delivered through a  
locally elected board of governors. 
Best wishes and good luck to our local Foundation Trust 
in these most difficult of times! 
                                                                                    David John 
 

POLICE MATTERS 
The latest available crime report (April 2011), at the time 
of writing, for the Borough compares the period 1st April 
2010 to 27th February 2011 with the same period in 
2009-10. Happily, the overall result is a 0.5% fall in  
notifiable offences. The best news is that burglary  
offences are down by 8.4% and the detection rate has 
improved to 13.8%. This is probably due to a policy of 
targeting known previous offenders. 
We all get a steady stream of leaflets and bags through 
our doors asking us to donate old clothes to various 
charities and in some cases to provide free stock to  
people who export the clothing to Eastern Europe or 
Africa for sale in markets. The latter are the cheeky 
ones who don’t even provide the bags. There are also 
the occasional attempts by crooks to pretend to be a 
charity, one such calls itself ‘Helping Arms Co. Ltd.’  
If you observe anyone distributing leaflets from this  
organisation, the police should be informed. 
On the subject of scamsters, those of us who have 
shareholdings are still getting a steady number of calls 
from so-called ‘boiler houses’ and in spite of frequent 
warnings, people are still being taken in by them,  
surprisingly usually those who are old enough and  
experienced enough to know better. These pedlars of 
obscure or non-existent stocks are expert psychologists, 
who will try to establish a rapport, perhaps by pretending 
to have had a previous conversation with you, or try to 
flatter you by asking your opinion on the state of the 
market, before making their pitch. The latest ploy that 
has been tried on me is to use a female, probably on the 
premise that I am less likely to be rude to a lady! These 
people are totally ruthless and do not  deserve the cour-
tesy that one would normally extend to a caller. As soon 
as I establish that the caller is not one of my regular 
contacts my response is ‘go away, don’t call again’.  
The annoying thing is that even though these crooks 
use titles that sound like UK companies, nearly all of 
them are actually from abroad, which means they fall 
outside of the protection given by the Telephone Prefer-
ence Service. Just remember that if the shares they 
were pushing were such a good prospect, they would be 
highly unlikely to be trying to sell them to strangers. 
While out collecting subscriptions last June, I called at 
several houses where the occupants seemed to be out 
but large casement windows were open, even on the 
ground floor! I suspect that if one were burgled when the 
house had been left so insecure, one’s insurance  
company would be less than sympathetic. Even an up-
per casement could be entered by a pretend window-
cleaner, or, as in one case I’ve heard of, two men in 
overalls with a van posing as workmen doing a job on 
the house. Think security before going out, or it could be 
costly. 
Finally, to end on an upbeat note, the incidence of  
graffiti in Ickenham has continued to fall. This outcome 
is almost certainly due to the willingness of the Council 
to remove any that appears very rapidly, even that on 
private property. On more than one occasion I have  
reported an incident in the morning and seen the graffiti 
removed by teatime! Anybody can report it when seen, 
the number is the usual one for the Contact Centre 
01895 556000. This is also the number to report  
fly-tipped rubbish.                                                     Vic Silk 
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SWAKELEYS PARK 
Residents who use the park regularly will be pleased to learn that the Green Spaces Team have entered Swakeleys Park 
for the Green Flag status. If you are interested in reading the proposal and management document, then e-mail 
neena_bedi@hotmail.com for an electronic copy. The proposal will be assessed in the near future and we are awaiting 
the result with some trepidation.  In addition to the Council’s proposal, the Friends of Swakeleys Park are interested in 
encouraging more residents to use the park, enjoy its tranquillity and promote well-being.  At present the park is used by 
dog walkers, students on their way to and from school and parents. Very few joggers or walking groups are seen in the 
park. This is a shame, as Swakeleys is a beautiful park overlooking the magnificent Jacobean Swakeleys House. The 
park boasts a beautiful lake, mature trees, woodland, children’s playground, large open green space, River Pinn and ten-
nis courts. The Friends put forward four ideas for wider consultation in the form of a questionnaire. 
During the AGM residents were asked to complete the questionnaire ranking the four suggestions in the order of their 
preference. Residents were also given an opportunity to put forward their ideas for consideration in the future. The analy-
sis of the completed forms are as follows: 

Consultation for Chrysalis Funding for Environmental Improvement 

 
 
Do you have ideas for further projects?   Below some of the suggestions. 

 
If you would like to join the Friends of Swakeleys Park and make a difference, then please e-mail to either 
neena_bedi@hotmail.com or ickenhamresidents@hotmail.com . Lastly, we can all help in maintaining the Park by report-
ing overflowing bins and rubbish in the lake to the Environment and Street Clean Line 01895 556000. The contractors are 
tasked to keep the lake litter-free. So let’s help the Green Spaces Team by reporting anything untoward.          Neena Bedi 
 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
AN URGENT APPEAL FOR an AREA Steward – we still need an area steward for the south of the village – if you can 
help please phone 01895 638367 or email ickenhamresidents@hotmail.com 
 
TO ROAD STEWARDS AND MEMBERS  
The annual task of collecting subscriptions and recruiting new members to the Association is once again upon us.  
To the road stewards:  if any of you will not be available for several weeks between June and August -  PLEASE tell your 
area steward. We can then arrange for somebody to cover your round.. Those of you who have long streets, see if you 
can persuade a friend to help you. The more road stewards we have, the easier the task; let’s see what sort of an  
increase we can make.    
To the members:  I have in the past personally experienced and heard countless times from other road stewards that 
some members say they have not got the money on them and could the steward call back another time. If people are out 
or away, a subscription reminder is posted through the letter box, giving the name, address and phone number of the 
road steward. You would be surprised at the number of people who ignore these reminders, and leaving the stewards to 
make many repeat calls in vain. Please try to help us by having the money ready or posting it through the road steward’s 
door. Thank you.            John Squiers 

                                                       
Order of                                    

preference  

 
First 

 
Second 

 
Third 

 
Fourth 

 
Total 

 

Building of a path around the 
entire circumference of the park 
and to complete the path in the 
woods 

 
 

33 

 
 

15 

 
 

8 

 
 

0 

 
 

56 

1. Most votes as first 
preference: 
The building of an 
extended path. 

Develop the island in the lake into 
a bird sanctuary 

 
18 

 
24 

 
10 

 
4 

 
56 

2. Preference: 
Bird Sanctuary 

To create a picnic area for  
families near the playground  
and the Lake. 

 
8 

 
12 

 
34 

 
2 

 
56 

3. Preference: 
Picnic Area 

To construct an all weather foot-
ball pitch on the greens 

 
0 

 
3 

 
3 

 
50 

 
56 

4. Preference: 
Football Pitch 

*Bulbs planting especially daffodils and other spring bulbs. 
*Summer bedding plants in formal garden area, perhaps next to the play area. 
*More vandal proof seats (benches).    
*To put measures in place to prevent flooding when too much rain. 
*One resident emphasised that his family’s favourite would be a bird sanctuary. 
*What about a café? 
*A designated area for dogs. Owners are better at picking up their dog’s mess but once dogs are off the lead 
who knows where they go! 
*More seating areas for teenagers  to meet 
*Another goal post as the one there at the moment is well used 
*Adventure playground in the wooded area with things made from logs etc. 
*Additional footpath from children‘s playground back to main footpath. 

*Bulbs planting especially daffodils and other spring bulbs. 
*Summer bedding plants in formal garden area, perhaps next to the play area. 
*More vandal proof seats (benches).    
*To put measures in place to prevent flooding when too much rain. 
*One resident emphasised that his family’s favourite would be a bird sanctuary. 
*What about a café? 
*A designated area for dogs. Owners are better at picking up their dog’s mess but once dogs are off the lead 
who knows where they go! 
*More seating areas for teenagers  to meet 
*Another goal post as the one there at the moment is well used 
*Adventure playground in the wooded area with things made from logs etc. 
*Additional footpath from children‘s playground back to main footpath. 
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Total 
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entire circumference of the park 
and to complete the path in the 
woods 
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8 

 
 

0 

 
 

56 

1. Most votes as first 
preference: 
The building of an 
extended path. 

Develop the island in the lake into 
a bird sanctuary 

 
18 
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10 

 
4 

 
56 

2. Preference: 
Bird Sanctuary 

To create a picnic area for  
families near the playground  
and the Lake. 
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34 
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3. Preference: 
Picnic Area 

To construct an all weather foot-
ball pitch on the greens 
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4. Preference: 
Football Pitch 
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