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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
The penny has finally dropped. Tesco and
Morrisons have been trying to persuade us
that you can get more traffic across Hillingdon
Circus in the rush hour by fiddling with the timing of the traffic lights. But everyone who uses the junction knows that the problem is congestion on Long Lane northbound and southbound which blocks the exits – signal changes
won’t solve that. The LPA has now told them
they have to take this into account and their
transports assessments must be modified. At
the time of writing we are waiting for these to
be submitted. Let’s hope they now come up
with realistic estimates of the impact on journey times that their proposed developments
will cause. Then Council members will be able
to weigh up the adverse impacts against the
advantages to the community that the developments may provide.

extension of the tunnel beyond Ickenham
and we are working closely with TfL and
LBH to come up with solutions to take construction traffic off our local roads.
Humphrey Tizard
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to the line - according to the World Health Organisation guidelines on Community Noise it should not exceed 50 dB during the day “to protect the majority of
people from being moderately annoyed during the
daytime”. At night it should not be more than 40 dB .
However, the WHO also says that “most countries in
Europe have adopted 40 dB as the maximum allowable level for new developments”. According to the
WHO “the lower value [of 40 dB] should be considered the maximum allowable sound pressure level for
all new developments whenever feasible”. HS2 noise
maps show noise levels 55db – 70 db for many
households but their information is misleading – they
do not show the noise level for each train but an averaged out noise. The WHO states that this type of
measurement is not adequate for distinct noise
events such as aircraft or railway noise. The HS2
business case shows 36 trains per hour when fully
operational.
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a lot of sympathy for the plight of our residents and
with his support the Association – represented by
Humphrey Tizard – was invited to present to the
Environment Committee of the London Assembly
at a meeting on the environmental impact of HS2
on London.
The London Borough of Hillingdon have also been
very supportive and their input to the London Assembly has resulted in the London Assembly’s response to the Consultation including a recommendation that the Ealing/Ruislip tunnel be extended
beyond Ickenham and the Colne Valley, and construction sites being located alongside the M25.
We believe this is the only fair solution to avoid the
impact on health and the livelihoods of thousands
of households.

Our MP’s response to the Consultation can be
seen on his website and incorporates the many
The Consultation completed on 11 July, and we hope issues we raised.
you responded. The HS2 Ltd Statement comprised
5000 pages and all communities affected by Phase 1 The Association’s response to the Consultation
can be seen on our website :were unanimous in condemning the consultation
www.ickenhamresidents.co.uk.
Since the Consultation the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England has obtained HS2 construction maps which show the environmental
damage from the construction will be far greater
than was revealed in the Draft Environmental
Statement.

By kind permission of the ArƟst
Biddy Lee - Great Missenden. biddylee.blogspot.com

period as too short and the information provided as
inadequate and misleading. With the many hundreds
of millions of taxpayers’ money spent to date this is
yet another example of HS2 Ltd. being ‘not fit for purpose’ and their total disregard for those affected.
HS2 Ltd ‘s excuse that this was just ‘work in progress’
and a ‘snapshot’ demonstrates that they will once
again ignore the consultation and push on regardless.
Their only interest is pursuing a timetable. They have
advised that the Final Environment Statement will be
55,000 pages but as it will form part of the parliamentary hybrid bill process there will be little opportunity
for public consultation. HS2 Ltd and the Government
are doing everything to avoid proper public scrutiny.
The Association invited Dr Onkar Sahota – our London Assembly member – to Ickenham and he met
some of the residents impacted by HS2. He showed

The HS2 Preparation Bill was passed in Parliament by a majority of 300; this was far less than
predicted and there is now a change occurring
across the country. There have been many critical
articles in the press and television, and MPs who
previously were supportive are showing signs of
changing their minds. This is particularly true of
constituencies not affected by the construction and
operation of HS2, as they begin to realise that
whole swathes of the country will lose funding for
investment and services to subsidise HS2.
The Government is proposing major developments
around the new HS2 stations and this investment
will mean jobs will transfer from the rest of the
country – a recent consultants report estimated
27,000 jobs would go from Wales and 47,000 from
the West Country. The HS2 Preparation Bill unfortunately means unlimited funding for HS2 Ltd without recourse to Parliament – as the Minister for
Transport Mr Simon Burns stated, the money will
be spent on consultants to develop HS2, not on
solving the problems created by HS2.
The recent train crash in France demonstrates
what can happen when governments blindly follow
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their vanity projects. France in their attempts to
control their deficit have now stopped any further
building of TGV lines and are looking at ways to
reduce the 12 billion Euro annual subsidy to TGV.
The suburban Paris train crash was blamed on the
subsidy to TGV causing a lack of investment in the
non high speed rail infrastructure. Our Department of Transport is planning huge annual subsidies to HS2 which will deprive existing rail services
of investment.
The revelation by the Government that the HS2
costs have increased to over £50,000,000,000
(including rolling stock and at 2011 prices) has
completely destroyed the HS2 Business case.
The Government spin is now all about capacity. It
is true that commuting services across the country
need more capacity – whether Paddington,
Euston, East Anglia and around all the cities in the
UK. However, HS2 is focussed on intercity and
this traffic is decreasing – Virgin stated recently
that their trains to the west coast were running at
35% capacity at peak times and capacity could be
increased when required. The National Economic
Foundation listed 88 investment projects which
would achieve quicker and better results than the
HS2 project (and this was before the estimate was
increased).
At the time of writing there is no news on the revised Compensation Proposals Consultation. The
judicial review found that the previous proposal
was ‘so unfair as to be unlawful’. Ministers had
claimed that these proposals were generous
showing just how much out of touch they are !
The UK traditionally offers less generous compensation than other European countries so we are
not confident that the Government will offer the full
Property Bond scheme which would remove some
of the blight they are causing. Today people in
Ickenham cannot get on with their lives because
they are unable to sell their property.
We know that some residents do not like the Stop
HS2 signs and banners in Ickenham. We are at a
very critical moment in the campaign against HS2
which, if it proceeds, will severely damage the
quality of life for all of us. We need to get everyone
who drives through Ickenham aware of the impact
on them and our village. You will therefore see a
new campaign of banners and signs in the major
roads of Ickenham.
The fight is not over – keep writing to Nick Hurd.
We need an MP who is demonstrably fighting for
his constituents. The general election is not far
away.
Brian Adams
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TESCO AND MORRISONS UPDATE
The main news, relating to the LPA’s requirement for
modified transport assessments from both Tesco
and Morrisons and the consequent delay in further
formal consultations, is contained in the Chairman’s
Comments. We expressed our continued concerns
on the traffic front at a meeting with Morrisons at the
end of July but also highlighted the related issue of
the impact of increased pollution on health and our
wish to maintain the viability of our local retailers,
which we believe may be threatened by the Morrisons proposals in particular. We further noted that
the revisions which they showed us to their architect’s designs do not in our view modify in any significant way the intrusive nature of their proposed development.
We were pleased to see that our MP, Nick Hurd, is
opposed to having two large supermarkets next door
to each other in Northwood and is working closely
with Local Councillors and Residents’ Associations
there to “make it clear that the new development is
not what Northwood needs”. We feel that what is
good [or bad!] for Northwood is equally so for the
borders of Ickenham and have written to Mr Hurd to
enlist his support re Hillingdon Circus. We will of
course keep you informed of his response and of all
further news.
Richard Piper

Ickenham Marshes Partnership update 2
(Autumn 2013)
Welcome to the second six-monthly update from the
Ickenham Marshes Partnership. This update covers
the period since Update 1 (Winter 2012/13).
Summary
The main focus recently has been on path improvements and on tackling illegal and anti-social off-road
motorbike riding on the marshes. Organised nature
walks have taken place and working parties have
cleared scrub and dented the Himalayan Balsam on
the Brook.
Both the Ruislip & District Natural History Society
and the Ickenham & Swakeleys Horticultural Society
have given their support to recent Marshes projects;
increasing the total number of supporting organisations to 13.
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A stand-alone website will also be set up soon.
Volunteers needed!
Now the Partnership is up and running, volunteers
are needed to help further develop and implement
the Partnership’s objectives. Please consider whether you can give some time to support this exciting
local project! To volunteer or to find out more, please
contact the Partnership by email:
ickenhammarshes@hotmail.com
Objectives update
Objective 1 - Re-introduction of cattle grazing to restore scrub areas to wildflower meadow
Update
x This objective has been re-considered. Views are
being sought on whether the objective should a)
be re-worded to focus on ‘meadows’ rather than
‘wildflower meadows’ and b) rolled into the broader environmental management objective. Yes,
there is a consensus that some of the scrubdominated fields should be cleared, at least in
part, and restored to annually cut grass meadows.
However the creation of recognised ‘wildflower
meadows’ in these areas may be a lot more difficult than previously thought. Bearing this in mind,
it is recommended to move ‘scrub clearances and
meadow restoration’ into the environmental management objective.
x Negotiations over grazing on two sites are ongoing.
x Main fields were cut for hay in late June.
x Surveys showed considerable variability in the
speed of scrub growth in different fields.
Next steps
x Merge this objective 1 with objective 4 unless
there are any objections.
x Landowner to be approached about the possible
introduction of grazing on scrub-dominated fields
next to Ruislip Gardens and the Metropolitan
Line.
x Further research into scrub clearance options.
Objective 2 - Maintenance and enhancement of
footpaths
Update
x LBH have reinstated a path-cutting regime for the
Council owned field near Ruislip Gardens.
x LBH have laid two sections of hard-standing path
on the Nature Reserve section of the Hillingdon
Trail.
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x LBH have installed two new metal barriers to
deter motorbikes at the South and East entrances to the Nature Reserve, and re-instated
the damaged gate leading under the A40.
x LBH have confirmed that they hope to restore a
section of the Willow Wander path on the Nature Reserve site in September 2013.
x Following discussions between local Residents’
Associations, LBH Green Spaces Officers, LBH
ASB Officers and the new local Met Police Inspector, all parties have committed to a more
joined-up approach to monitoring and reporting
illegal motorbike use.
x Landowners are still considering a request to
create new paths on the northern section of the
Marshes.
x Path options have been discussed with Sustrans, including the possibility of creating a cycle route across the marshes. It was decided
that because of uncertainties about ownership
of the Hill Farm Rd track, Sustrans supported
projects cannot be taken forward at this time.
x Hill Farm Rd is getting quite overgrown, so visitors have been encouraged to pull up a few
weeds as they walk along!
Next Steps
x Hill Farm Road working party.
x Follow-up with Met Police about further steps to
curb illegal motorbike use.
x Further path improvements
Objective 3 - Engagement of local schools and
communities
Update
x LWT met with local groups to tour the Marshes
and discuss working parties and nature walks in
May.
x The Hillingdon Friends of the Earth Group
came to the Marshes for a nature walk in June.
12 different wild flowers were spotted.
x Ruislip Gardens Primary School have taken
pupils on walks on the Marshes.
Next Steps
x Further discussions over educational opportunities and engagement with local schools.
x Other local schools to be approached about
IMP.
x Family Nature walk to be organised in August.
More details will be publicised locally soon.
Objective 4 - Effective environmental management
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Update
x Balsam Bashing session on the Yeading Brook
took place in June 2013 organised by the Ickenham Horticultural Society.
x Council water/drainage expert toured the Marshes
and discussed ditches and drainage issues.
x Inspections of ash trees in Marshes hedgerows
have not identified ash die-back.
x Proposal to move meadow / scrub clearance / cattle grazing objective moved into Objective 4.
Next steps
x Further liaison with Yeading Valley Working Party,
LWT and the Crane Valley Partnership to discuss
river priorities.
x Woodland management assessments to be carried
out.
x Pond management assessments to be carried out.
x Ditch clearances to be considered.
x Monthly ash die-back inspections.
x Working parties to clear ponds and paths in September.
The next full update will be published in Winter
2013/14.
Chris Mountain

THANK YOU, ROAD STEWARDS
Around 50 Area and Road stewards gathered in
St. Giles Church Hall on the evening of 19th July for a
social gathering which was organised as a ‘thank you’
for all the work they do in distributing "Ickenham Calling" and collecting the annual subscriptions, and
at the same time recruit new members.
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It may be the time of year for the event is wrong;
some may be afraid of the fact they do not know
anybody. We would like to hear your views, or
better still, see you at this event, which is held
roughly every two years.
John Squiers.

APPEAL FOR ROAD STEWARDS
We always require new Road Stewards, but this
is an urgent appeal to replace some who have
resigned in Warren Road and Swakeleys Road.
At least two are required for Swakeleys Road
and one for Warren Road, but in either case if
more than one person volunteers, so much the
better, because there is less work to do; a husband and wife working jointly is ideal.
Please telephone me on 01895 638367- I would
be delighted to hear from you. The work is not
very time consuming, and no committee work is
involved.
John Squiers.

SPEEDING IN HARVIL ROAD
This has been a major issue for some time. However thanks to some very hard work by the residents of Harvil Road, who have continued to write
with their concerns, some success has finally
been achieved.
This Association has also written in support of
these actions on several occasions and on
26.07.13 we received the following information
from Inspector David George/ Hillingdon Borough
Police:

The evening's entertainment consisted of a series of
quizzes, which always prove popular, because it enables people to mix easily and gets conversation going.
To add to the enjoyment of the occasion there was a
bar followed by a tempting buffet, which was prepared
and served by a team of willing ladies.
At the conclusion of the evening, the Association's
chairman, Humphrey Tizard, thanked those who
had worked behind the scenes for organising the
occasion and to those stewards and their other halves
for coming.
“Over the past recent months I have deployed
specialist Traffic officers specifically to Harvil
We would really liked to have seen more people
there, and while many of them may have been on hol- Road with a tasking to focus attention on Skip
iday, we would like to know why more stewards do not lorries and heavy goods vehicles speeding and
driving inconsiderately. On several occasions
attend.
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some of you have stopped and engaged with those
traffic officers and congratulated them on their action. I can report that we have issued 5 tickets for
speeding to Skip lorry drivers whilst tasked at that
site.
Yesterday DCS Kershaw and I attended the main
skip lorry centre further along Harvil Road and met
with the manager there to reiterate the importance of
their drivers driving with consideration and to give a
final warning that any further cases would result in
speeding fines and points on licences. DCS Kershaw
issued the manager with a letter setting out his obligations . The message was received well and over
the next couple of days I hope to deliver some laminated signs that will go up at the sites to "remind"
drivers about driving considerately as they leave the
site. All this will add to the evidential bundle we can
use against drivers that continue to speed.
I have also spoken to my counterpart at the Traffic
Division who will continue to task specialist officers
to Harvil Road & the problems with skip lorries and
other heavy goods vehicles at regular intervals.
On another positive note I have now obtained my
own Speed Gun (as used by specialist traffic officers) that can be used by my community team . This
will greatly increase my ability to post officers to
Harvil Road and other traffic hotspots across the
North of the Borough to target speeding motorists.
I have today in fact tasked two of my officers to
Harvil Road with that speed gun to focus on speeding trucks.
I would like to reassure you that this issue is a key
concern of mine. I have personally briefed all of my
team Sgt's so that they are aware of this ongoing
problem. My officers will be working hard over the
summer to target the issue as much as we can whilst
balancing the other demands on police.”
(Inspector George will be one of the two speakers at our Forum in October)
June Reyner

VISIT TO RAF NORTHOLT 03/07/13
Some of your committee were privileged to be granted a guided tour of certain parts of the base. This
was organised through Squadron Leader Richard
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Willis and his assistant Jan. It was extremely
interesting and informative. We got to sit in the
“private” departure lounges including the VIP area,
but the most interesting one was that devoted to
the Polish airmen without whose assistance we
might not have won the Battle of Britain. This contained the history of their arrival and success. The
displays have been partly funded by the Polish
Airmen’s Association. (See article below).
We also saw the ongoing voluntary work to recreate a WW2 operations room in the Sir Keith Park
building, which is now a listed building.
We were all impressed and grateful for the opportunity to see parts of the base. It also reinforced
this Association’s commitment to maintain close
links with the base. Two of the committee members regularly attend the Community liaison meetings hosted by the base.
June Reyner

RAF NORTHOLT AND THE POLISH
CONNECTION
When Poland was invaded at the start of WW2
many Poles managed to escape to the UK to carry
on the fight. Many of those with experience in the
Polish Air Force were sent to RAF Northolt to form
Polish fighter squadrons under RAF command,
flying Hurricanes and later Spitfires. The bravery
and determination of the Polish pilots is recorded
in numerous accounts of the Battle of Britain. It is
not well known that the top scoring Squadron in
the Battle of Britain was the Polish Northolt-based
303 (Kościuszko) Squadron. British pilots of the
day zeroed their cannons to 400 yards but the
Poles zeroed theirs to just 100 yards. They were
therefore right on top of the Germans before they
opened fire.
The Polish contribution to RAF success is marked
in a number of ways in the area. Many local residents are aware of the existence of the Polish War
Memorial, not least because it is a local landmark,
but many people don’t know why it is, where it is,
or what it commemorates. It has the numbers and
names of ALL Polish Squadrons marked on it,
both fighter and bomber squadrons. Every September there is a major commemoration at the
memorial. This year it will be on Saturday 7 September starting at midday with a Spitfire flypast.
Polish Officer Cadets from Dęblin will be travelling
over from Poland to take part in the ceremony.
The event is open to the public and local residents
are very welcome to come along.
RAF Northolt has a Spitfire Gate Guardian, visible
from the A40, in the colours of Wing Commander
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Aleksander Gabszewicz, who commanded the
Polish Fighter Wing at the base during 1943. There
is also an exhibition about the Polish Air Force during WW2, which is available to visit by appointment
with the Curator, on 01895 238154. Many Polish
veterans and their families have visited RAF
Northolt in recent years, meaning that the connection remains vibrant and relevant to the current
generation of RAF personnel
Sqn. Ldr R J WILLIS
Media & Communications Officer & OIC Heritage

organisations should ensure that staff are present
in appropriate numbers to provide safe care at all
times, and are well supported.
Sanctions should apply to reckless and wilful
neglect or mistreatment of patients.
Placing the quality of patient care, especially
safety, above all over aims.
In conclusion, in his advice directed to patients
and carers, he suggested that, as far as they are
able, to become active partners in their healthcare
and always expect to be treated as such, by those
providing their healthcare. Also to speak up about
what you see, right and wrong.

HEALTH MATTERS
"Is it safe?" I am not reflecting on the famous
quote from the 1976 film "Marathon Man." I am referring to our NHS! Professor Don Berwick, an
American, and a previous advisor on health to
President Obama, was asked by David Cameron,
to assemble, and chair an advisory group, to
recommend some important actions that leaders,
clinicians, professional bodies, Government agencies and others could take to improve the quality
and safety of care in the NHS. Of course, one of
the main reasons for this assignment was the notorious Mid- Staffordshire tragedy in which serious
problems in a hospital developed, and led to avoidable patient deaths and injuries.
This National Advisory Group Report, chaired by
Professor Berwick, was released on August 6th.
Within his report he directed a letter "To the People of England,"( This report applies specifically to
NHS England) and he recommends four main principles to guide everyone in trying to build an even
better learning NHS.
1. Place the quality and safety of patient care
above all over aims for the NHS.("This, by the way,
is your safest and best route to lower cost.")
2. Engage, empower, and hear patients and carers
throughout the entire system, and at all times.
3. Foster wholeheartedly the growth and development of staff, especially with regard to their ability
and opportunity to improve the processes within
which they work.
4. Insist upon, and model in your own work,
thorough and unequivocal transparency, in the
service of accountability, trust, and the growth of
knowledge.
In addition, he suggests that "the patient voice
should be heard and heeded at all times".
Staffing levels should be adequate, based on evidence. He emphasised that NHS England should
assure that sufficient staff are available to meet the
NHS's needs now and in the future. Healthcare
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SWAKELEYS HOUSE OPEN DAY
(Part of the ‘London Open Day’)

Saturday 21st September 2013
- 10am to 4pm.
- Max. 25 at one time,
- entry every 30 mins.
- Great Hall and
Gardens only

SWAKELEYS HOUSE
DEVELOPMENT
By the time your read this, the planning application
for the ‘Change of Use’ from offices to ’Residential
Use’ and the conversion of the house together with
additional buildings, will, if the report to the planning committee recommending ‘approval’ is accepted, be approved.
We objected strongly to the application, with particular reference to the inappropriate use of the
Green Belt and the excessive spread of additional
buildings.
It is unfortunate that [if the application is approved]
we will have lost the argument to save the Bowls
Club, a very successful, well supported and maintained facility and a great facility to the general
local populace.
The ‘perimeter footpath’ and Ickenham Festival
access is proposed to be retained, with a promised
maintenance plan for the footpath, together with a
much reduced annual ‘Open House’ facility
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through the auspices of the ‘London Open House’
scheme, though as you can see from the previous
article with very restricted access.

STOP PRESS
At the
planning
meeting
the North Committee
the
meeting
of of
the
Planning
th
on
Wednesday
August the28Officers
recomCommittee
on28th
Wednesday
August
the
Officers recommendation
of of
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mendation
for ‘Approval’ offor
the‘Approval’
conversion
Swakeleys
usage from
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to from
conversionHouse
of Swakeleys
House
usage
‘Residential’
was approved.
‘Offices’ to ‘Residential’
was approved.
Pete Daymond

POLICE REPORT
There is something of a shortage of information to
include in this Newsletter, due to the cancellation of
the July meeting of the Hillingdon Community and Police Advisory Group and also of the July Ickenham
Ward Panel meeting. This was to free up police time
following the introduction of the new ‘Area Policing’
system. In short, this involves a larger team covering,
typically, three wards. In addition, each ward will have
a dedicated team of one sergeant (usually covering
two wards), one PC and one PCSO; which they say
will not be taken off for use elsewhere – but we’ve
heard that before! The contact number for Ickenham
is unchanged at 0208 721 2543. Otherwise use the
101 and 999 numbers as appropriate.
The Hillingdon North area is under the command of
Inspector David George, who has promised to attend,
speak and answer questions at our ‘Open Forum’
meeting in October.
Many of us now own ‘contactless’ credit and debit
cards, where payment for small items, typically under
£20, can be made by passing the card over a scanner, as one does with Oyster cards and ‘Freedom
Passes’. Therein lies a potential problem. When in a
hurry, people often just wave their wallet over the
scanner and this usually works fine. However, in
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some instances, it has been found that a credit or
debit card has been debited with the fare, in addition to the travel card. I fear that we shall all have
to be more careful in future and take the pass out
of the wallet for scanning, or it could get expensive! There is even a warning that if you hold
your wallet too close to a scanner while getting
cash out in a shop, it could trigger a charge on a
card, but I have my doubts about this. This new
system is a good example of Hutber’s Law.
‘Improvement means deterioration’; as in (and
this is a real example) – ‘To reduce our carbon
footprint we are only going to send you a statement annually instead of quarterly’.
By the time you read this, the evenings will be
getting darker, so please remember to leave
lights on (or fit a timer), if you may not return before dark. An unlit house is an open invitation to
burglars and although Ickenham is a low crime
area, our record with reference to burglaries is
not so good, mainly due to our proximity to the M
25.
Vic Silk

COMMITTEE SUPPORT
Due to the current demands on your committee, we are urgently looking for assistance
with the ‘Planning’ aspects of our work.
With suitable training, which we can give, this
can be achieved from home on a computer
with internet connectivity. It would require an
hour or two per week, and it would not necessarily involve joining the committee - but of
course you would be more than welcome.
PLEASE contact us on our Hotmail address:ickenhamresidents@hotmail.co.uk - if you are
interested
Pete Daymond - President

A COUPLE OF DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Thursday 24th October - Our bi-annual Forum
Andy Willmore, Regional Development Manager - West London
& Community Projects Officer, Crane Valley London Wildlife Trust
will be speaking about - ‘River Habitat Restoration’
and
Inspector David George, North Sector LPA & Licensing Lead
will be speaking on ‘General Local Policing’

Friday 5th December
Ickenham Festive ‘Community Night’

