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Ickenham Residents present
HS2 petition to local MP

Nick Hurd

Since the 2011 HS2  public consultation  the Ickenham Residents Association, along with
other local associations, has opposed the HS2 project on the basis that it does not achieve
the claimed benefits and there is no economic or environmental case.

There are better alternatives costing far less which achieve results far quicker and without
the environmental damage of HS2 Phase 1.

The Secretary of State for Transport announced  in January 2012 a decision to proceed with
HS2 Phase 1 and the route plans, which included a 4.3Km tunnel under Ruislip with the
tunnel mouth at West Ruislip. This has worsened the situation for residents of Ickenham,
North and West Ruislip.

The recent HS2 Community Forums have also revealed that HS2 Phase 2 includes the
possibility of a Heathrow spur which will join with the HS2 Phase 1 line at West Ruislip.
The routing of this spur through the Colne Valley and into Ickenham is not known but we
can speculate that it will impact more residents.

There are compelling reasons to extend the tunnel beyond  Ickenham and with all the existing
transport services from Heathrow to London there does not seem to be an obvious reason
for a spur from Heathrow to Euston.  This puts us in a Catch22 situation – Phase 2 details
will not be available until after the Phase 1 route is fixed.

At recent local events over 1000 residents and visitors have signed a petition demonstrating
widespread opposition to HS2 , supporting the Associations’ position and seeking the best
possible environmental impact mitigation for Ickenham should the project go ahead.

The petition was presented to Nick Hurd – MP for  Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner – on 10
August 2012 by Humphrey Tizard, Chairman of the Ickenham Residents Association and
John Donovan and Brian Adams representing the HS2 subcommittee of the Association.
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