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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
My last Chairman’s Comments referred to the
quarterly Residents Planning Forum organised by LBH. The January meeting attended
by committee members focussed on the new
draft “London Plan” written by the Mayor’s
Greater London Authority, out for consultation
until 2nd March. The Plan aims for many
more affordable homes whilst creating a safer, greener city that supports the health and
well-being of all Londoners.
In recent years the inner London Boroughs
have delivered most of the capital’s housing
growth. With 66,000 new homes each year
needed to meet demand, the new draft London Plan aims to distribute new homes more
evenly around the capital.
Although Ickenham is not identified as a specific target area, Hillingdon’s annual housing
delivery target is set to increase from 559
homes to 1,553, with many expected to be
built on smaller sites (up to 25 homes) within
800 metres of a station or town centre by way
of extensions, conversions, redevelopment
and infill. The draft also removes the presumption against back-land development (so
called garden grabbing).
Although the draft actually strengthens Green
Belt policy, LBH have warned that the protection of the Green Belt and Conservation Areas will be undermined. Their objections centre
on disputing that London’s suburbs are ripe
for “intensification”. LBH point out that suburban development is a fundamental and longstanding component of London's urban character. Hopefully these sentiments will be echoed by objections from communities and
Councils around London.
An Ickenham well-wisher has sent us detailed
and helpful suggestions as to what else we
could be doing as an Association to make our
actions, newsletter and website more “village

and community inclusive”. We very much
welcome such suggestions, and indeed
often ask for opinions and suggestions on
what we do. Sadly, this latest letter was
anonymous — we would welcome the
opportunity to discuss the issues raised in
person, and perhaps invite help from
villagers to further some of the proposals.
We look forward to seeing as many of you
as possible at our 2018 AGM on Friday,
20th April in the Village Hall.

Jill Dalton
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AGM of the ICKENHAM
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Please make a note in your diary for
Friday, 20.04.18,
at 8pm, Ickenham Village Hall.
AGM Agenda plus Minutes of last AGM
in April 2017 (to be approved) are
attached to this newsletter.
Please bring along with you.
Thank you.

Nobody could have missed the collapse of
Carillion plc. Many hoped that it would
mean the end of HS2. Carillion was the
second-biggest construction company in
compulsothe UK; it went into compulsory
ry liquidation
January
2018.
Despite
liquidation
onon
1515
January
2018.
Despite
experiencing financial difficulties throughout 2017 Chris Grayling, the Secretary of
State for Transport, awarded contracts to

ICKENHAM
FESTIVAL 2018
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
ICKENHAM FESTIVE
COMMUNITY NIGHT

Any questions you
may want to raise, or
if you have comments
on any article in the
Newsletter, we would
be pleased to hear
your views, and you
could write to
our
General Secretary
6 The Chase,
Ickenham, Uxbridge,
UB10 8SR
You can also send
your comments to
our e-mail address:
ickenhamresidents
@hotmail.com

This issue edited by
Hanne Raeder
February 2018

Page 2

Ickenham Calling ………

the company to build parts of HS2 phase 1 in November.
Many thought Carillion too big to fail but its collapse
came as no great surprise to the industry, which had
looked on over the past few months as the contractor’s problems spiralled out of control. The question
now is: how far will the shockwaves from Carillion’s
earthquake spread across the industry? And what
effect will the collapse have upon HS2?
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More news from the IRA HS2 group:
Over the past few months the IRA/HS2 team, along
with representatives from Ruislip and Harefield, have
had several meetings with HS2 and the LBH.

They also met the ‘independent’ HS2 Construction
Commissioner, giving him our ‘list of dissatisfaction
with HS2’ along with examples; he confirmed these
were just what he is hearing at other locations and will
be raising these issues with the latest HS2 CEO. He is
New Year’s Honours and Resignation:
also pushing to see HS2's internal report over the fraEqually, nobody was surprised to see that the remain- cas with protesters on the Harvil Road gas diversion
ing 'unknighted' MPs who sat on the House of Comsite.
mons HS2 Select Committee received knighthoods in
the New Year’s Honours list. As you can imagine this More meetings with HS2’s Engagement Team, and a
has not received many plaudits from those communi- tour of major disruption sites in our area, with some of
ties who had to suffer the ordeals of presenting to
the Major Works Contractors, are planned within the
them.
next two months.
Also Lord Andrew Adonis resigned from the National
Infrastructure Commission. He was Secretary of State
for Transport at the end of the last Labour Government and responsible for announcing plans to build
HS2 eight years ago on 11 March 2010. He recently
told the Treasury Select Committee that “people in
the Chilterns will regret having HS2 in tunnels because high speed trains are some of the most beautiful facets of modern life”.
Continuing you ain’t seen nothin’ yet.... first
Harvil Road diversions of gas mains:
The scale of clearance of the site has come as a surprise to many but is really what was expected – one
only has to look at the CFA6 Map CT-05-019A to see
that whole area in Harvil Road is a major work site.
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/466768/
CFA_6_South_Ruislip_to_Ickenham.pdf page 22
Since the first trees were felled there has been a
campsite set up by protestors opposite the entrance
to the worksite. There were some quite serious exchanges with security staff as some of the protestors
were evicted from the site.
HS2 has the power to do almost anything they wish
when clearing areas and claim that they are not damaging protected habitats, but others may dispute that.
And now a site to the west of Breakspear Road
South, north of the Chiltern Line Bridge,
will be the next area to be cleared as part of the preparation of land to be used for the development of
HS2. A three week lane closure, including traffic management, will take place while security hoardings
around the construction compound site boundary are
installed. This is anticipated to commence
in February / March 2018.
https://hs2inhillingdon.commonplace.is/
news/2018/01/08/works-on-breakspear-road-south

Colne Valley Viaduct:
HS2 plans for one of the longest viaducts in the UK
have been revealed - but local concerns over the proposals have been "ignored" by the Government. HS2
Ltd has revealed an outline concept for the Colne Valley viaduct which will be one of HS2's "best known
structures". The 3.4km long viaduct will cut through the
Colne Valley Regional Park, which consists of more
than 40 square miles of farmland, woods and waterways to the west and north-west of London, including
in Denham and Chalfont. Benign looking pictures released by HS2 show the viaduct but not the gantries,
overhead line equipment, lighting, signals or sound
barriers.
The Chair of the Independent Design Panel said the
design was "imaginative and carefully considered" and
that the Panel will “continue to work hard to ensure
that the viaduct’s final design respects its location and
communities, whilst being a shining example of great
design that Britain can be proud of."
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As always much more information can be
found at:
1. https://hs2inhillingdon.commonplace.is/
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/high-speedtwo-limited
2. on the Ickenham Residents’ Association website: https://ickenhamresidents.co.uk/
3. on https://ruislip-against-hs2.co.uk/
and on the STOP HS2 website: http://stophs2.org/
as well as all the many articles in the press and on
TV.
This ‘Ickenham Calling’ report covers just a small
part of all the discussions and documents published since the Winter edition.
Beryl Upton









GENERAL ‘INFORMATIVES’ APPLIED TO
APPROVED PLANNING PERMISSIONS
We are aware that a number of our members are
having to contend with building works which seem
to be occurring outside approved hours, damaging
pavements and grass verges and/or polluting the
local atmosphere, in terms of both noise and
smoke.
When a planning application is approved there are
always ‘conditions’ imposed which are specific to
the application in question, together with a series of
‘Informatives’.
The standard Informative would usually state that
work should only be between 08:00 and 18:00 on
weekdays and from 08:00 to 13:00 on Saturdays
and no works on Sundays and Bank Holidays. It
appears that building workers/developers are unaware of, or are deliberately ignoring, these restrictions.
The following are extracts from recent Approved
local planning applications combined with advice
given by officers of the LBH Planning department,
which ‘IF’ complied with would alleviate the above
problems and give residents information to raise
legitimate complaint.
[Typical] Standard Informatives
You have been granted planning permission to build a residential extension.
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When undertaking demolition and/or
building work, please be considerate to
your neighbours and do not undertake
work in the early morning or late at night
or at any time on Sundays or Bank Holidays. Furthermore, please ensure that all
vehicles associated with the construction
of the development hereby approved are
properly washed and cleaned to prevent
the passage of mud and dirt onto the adjoining highway. You are advised that the
Council does have formal powers to control noise and nuisance under The Control
of Pollution Act 1974, the Clean Air Acts
and other relevant legislation.
Nuisance from demolition and construction works is subject to control
under The Control of Pollution Act
1974, the Clean Air Acts and other
related legislation.
In particular, you should ensure that the
following are complied with: A) Demolition and construction works
should only be carried out between the
hours of 08.00 hours and 18.00 hours
Monday to Friday and between the hours
of 08.00 hours and 13.00 hours on Saturday. No works shall be carried out on
Sundays, Bank and Public Holidays.
B) All noise generated during such works
should be controlled in compliance with
British Standard Code of Practice BS
5228: 2009.
C) The elimination of the release of dust
or odours that could create a public health
nuisance. Dust emissions shall be controlled in compliance with the Mayor of
London's Best Practice Guidance' The
Control of dust and emissions from construction and demolition.
D) No bonfires that create dark smoke or
nuisance to local residents.
You are advised that care should be
taken during the building works hereby
approved to avoid spillage of mud, soil
or related building materials onto the
pavement or public highway.
You are further advised that failure to take
appropriate steps to avoid spillage or adequately clear it away could result in action
being taken under the Highways Act.
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You are advised that care should be taken during the building works hereby approved to ensure no damage occurs to the verge or footpaths during construction. Vehicles delivering
materials to this development shall not override or cause damage to the public footway.
Any damage will require to be made good to
the satisfaction of the Council and at the applicant's expense.
SO, there is the legitimacy for any complaint you may
wish to make.
The next question is ‘HOW’.
Somewhat surprisingly none of the above complaints
are covered by the LBH Planning or Enforcements
teams, as the issues are not covered by planning legislation, instead they come under the jurisdiction of the
‘Environment and Anti-Social Behaviour Team’.
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We would also suggest that you copy in your local
ward councillors on the email as below:
J Hensley
jhensley@hillingdon.gov.uk
R Puddifoot rpuddifoot@hillingdon.gov.uk
D Simmonds dsimmonds@hillingdon.gov.uk
Pete Daymond President

   
THE GOSPEL OAK 2018

To ensure that concerns are dealt with efficiently the
Council encourages residents to speak to the Customer Contact Centre who have in-depth knowledge of
the relevant services. The team of Contact Centre
agents will be able to collate information from residents and raise an incident with the appropriate service as well as providing the resident reporting the
issue with a reference number, which can be used to
track progress of any action to be undertaken by officers.
On Tuesday 23rd of January at 12.30pm members
of the Council’s Green Spaces Team, Local CounThe Customer Contact Centre can be contacted on
cillors, The Vicar of St. Mary’s, Harefield, and sev(01895) 556000. Opening Hours are Mon – Fri,
eral local interested people including Pete Day8am – 6pm.
mond, our President, were invited to a new plantShould the issue occur over a weekend, you should
ing and dedication of the Gospel Oak on Swakecontact the Emergency out of hours service on
leys Road opposite the D-shaped island at the top
(01895) 250111.
of Woodstock Drive.
If residents would prefer to raise their concerns online
they can do so via the Council's online self service
system for which the link is:http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/doitonline

Avid readers of Ickenham Calling will know that
this is the fourth time in recent history, i.e. going
back to 2003, that attempts have been made to
either maintain the existing Gospel Oak and its
surroundings, or following the demise of the
We have been in touch with LBH in regard to this and mature Oak in 2011, additional replanting, the last
have received the following advice from
one being Winter 2012, unfortunately, all previous
Jean Palmer OBE. Deputy Chief Executive and
attempts failed.
Corporate Director of Residents Services.
jpalmer@hillingdon.gov.uk, who advised the following: On this current occasion due to known contamination of the soil, the Green Spaces Team had dug
out the area to a depth of 4 feet with new top soil
“If you can ask that each Monday residents let me being used as replacement. A new sapling has
have the addresses of specific properties where
once again been planted, together with a
construction has breached the rule, I will ensure
regular watering and maintenance plan, an imofficers deal expeditiously.”
portant aspect for the tree’s future. A small ceremony and a blessing from the vicar of St. Mary’s
Church, Harefield, in which Parish this site resides, took place. We further learned, it is the
Council’s intention to replant this and other sites
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across the Borough with poppies at a future date.
A selection of pictures of previous ceremonies, including the refurbishment of the Memorial and Commemorative plaque, are attached. Previous issues of
Ickenham Calling of Spring 2004, Autumn 2008,
Summer 2011 and Winter 2012 also have coverage of
these previous events.

2003

2008

2011

Which just goes to show how much effort and thought
has been given over the years to the maintenance of
this historically important local site, and long may this
continue.

Pete Daymond President
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ICKENHAM NATURE RESERVES
Ickenham Marshes
Work is now well underway to reconnect lost river
meanders on the Yeading Brook (pictured). The

work is taking place over on the Ruislip Gardens
side of the Marshes and when completed will create valuable new habitats for freshwater invertebrates, fish and aquatic plants. Funding for the
work was secured by the London Wildlife Trust,
with a little bit of help from the Marshes Partnership. We sent a supportive letter.
London Wildlife Trust volunteers have been busy
again on the nature reserve. Further areas of blackthorn and bramble scrub have been cut and burned
and a few fallen willows have been chopped up. I
mentioned last quarter, this work is carried out to
maintain the grassland habitat as a condition of a
stewardship grant. If you would like to join in with
the volunteers on sites around the borough,
please email Simon Hawkins:
shawkins@wildlondon.org.uk.
He emails every week with details of where working
parties with be gathering, mostly in Yeading,
Ickenham or Harefield.
Discussions about establishing public Rights of
Way on the Marshes are still ongoing. Overhanging
vegetation has recently been cleared from Hill Farm
Road and the Austin’s Lane track has been resurfaced.
On the wildlife front, river monitoring continues to
record low scores for river invertebrates. This has a
knock-on impact on the food chain and possibly
explains why kingfishers are so rarely sighted on
the Marshes section of the Yeading Brook.
A Little Egret was spotted in one of the large fields
near Austin’s Lane in early February, trying its luck
for fish in the puddles. Despite the state of the
river, the plant life continues to impress.
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Countless grass species are thriving across the
Marshes complex, with different types found on
wetter and drier locations. 12 large owl pellets
were recently spotted under a Marshes oak tree,
so presumably the rodent population is bearing
up. Muntjac deer poo was also narrowly avoided
recently.
The Ickenham Festival Marshes events are:
Balsam Bashing, 3-5pm Saturday 9 June. We’ll
be exterminating invasive Himalayan Balsam. All
ages welcome. Please wear sensible footwear,
gloves and long sleeves. Balsam is harmless to
us, but out-competes local species and damages
riverbanks.
Bug (and wild flower) hunt, 3.45pm Friday 15th
June. Annual counting and recording of the different plant and insect species on the Marshes. Last
time we found the world’s biggest slug, 20 different wild flowers and some amazing butterflies.
We’re also hopefully going to be running another
scything afternoon in September. Details TBC
Denham Lock Wood
Denham Lock Wood is our most westerly nature
reserve and is located just over the canal from
Denham Lock keeper’s cottage. It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest because of its wet woodland
habitat, which is rare in these parts. Previously
mentioned because of the glow worm population,
projects are now underway to improve ponds on
the triangular site and to clear old ditches. Sluice
gates are also going to be repaired to enable water to be held onsite to prevent the area drying
out. Judging by the footprints, several Muntjac frequent the area.
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HEALTH MATTERS
Men and their attitude to Health.
It is decidedly healthy to talk about health! Health
awareness and individual responsibility, together
with looking out for each other, goes a long way
towards achieving early diagnosis of many conditions. This can make a difference to the possible
and successful outcome of many serious illnesses.
It is time that men start talking about health and
wellbeing! Many British men die prematurely each
year because they have neglected to take care of
their health. This is a consequence of generations
of men not feeling able to talk openly about their
health. The author John Gray of the best selling
book "Men are from Mars and Women are from
Venus", goes a long way to help us understand the
differences between men and women. This becomes clearer with regards to health matters,
when we consider that women are twice as likely
to see their GP than men.
Self care is smart! It invites the question: Do men
not value their health and health prevention in the
same capacity as women do? This leads us into
why men often ignore a persistent cough, a
change in bowel movements or think it is quite normal to have frequent nocturnal visits to the bathroom "to pee"!
Directly following on from this, the latest research
shows that prostate cancer has overtaken breast
cancer, to become the third deadliest type of this
disease in Britain. For the first time, figures show
that more men are dying from prostate cancer than
women from breast cancer. This research by Prostate Cancer UK revealed that 11,819 died from
prostate cancer in 2015 compared with 11,442
women who died from breast cancer. The mortality
rate for breast cancer has fallen steadily since the
Nineties;
The number of men dying from prostate cancer
has risen by 20% in the same period. The levels of
funding for prostate cancer is significantly lower,
meaning efforts to tackle the disease are trailing
behind. Consequently, with half the investment
and half the research, it is not surprising that progress in prostate cancer is lagging behind.

Swan (or duck) mussels
in Denham Lock Wood
Area

More interestingly, hundreds of swan (or duck)
mussel shells can be seen in some of the ditches.
These only live in clean water, so it’s good to
know that some of our waterways are in a decent
condition.
Chris Mountain

There is currently no effective screening
programme for prostate cancer in the UK. The
reason for this is because it has not been proven
that the benefits would outweigh the risks. The
current PSA test (prostate-specific antigen) which
measures the levels of antigen in the blood, cannot
identify and confirm accurately that prostate
cancer is present. High levels of the antigen does
not prove absolutely the existence of the disease.
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Further tests, some of them invasive, would be needed to confirm there is a problem or not. However, men
over 50 years of age should consider having a physical examination of their prostate by their GP. A yearly
PSA test, where levels of the antigen can be compared over time, and any serious variation may be a
clue that further investigations are necessary.
Ending on an optimistic note, for an individual man
diagnosed with prostate cancer, the chances of surviving the disease are better now than ever, thanks to
more effective treatments. For further information and
help contact the website https://prostatecanceruk.org
David John

POLICE MATTERS
Who would want to be in the Police at this time? Yet
another reorganisation! With effect from May, Hillingdon, Hounslow and Ealing will become ‘West Area
Command Unit’. This is part of a money-saving idea
from City Hall and part of a scheme to cut the police
numbers in London by 3000. The cuts will fall mainly
on senior ranks. Only one Chief Superintendent will
be in charge of the three Boroughs, based at Acton.
In Hillingdon there will only be one Inspector instead
of three and only one Superintendent; sergeants will
have to cover larger areas. At the moment it looks as
if the number of PCs will be the same. I doubt if this
will work out over time and does not bode well for law
and order.
Even now we have had cases where the police have
been called and said that they have no-one available
to attend! It is important to report all crime (usually to
101), including any criminal damage to cars etc. If
crimes go unreported it is asking to be in the front line
for cuts in policing.
On a brighter note, 80% of Ickenham is now covered
by Neighbourhood Watch, the best in Hillingdon and
our CCTV network goes from strength to strength,
even catching the theft of a pressure-washer from the
van of a dubious crew by another dubious crew! We
also have good pictures of a postman being intercepted by a man pretending to be the householder who
signed for a letter containing credit cards. These were
then used to buy goods. This tale emphasises the importance of shredding or burning old bank or credit
card statements.
If you just put them in the recycling bag this can be
intercepted by crooks, who sneak round ahead of the
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collection. They then contact the issuer and report a card lost and attempt, as in this case, to
intercept the delivery of a replacement. Outside
mail boxes are particularly at risk. One of the
ways they make money is to order an expensive
item, like a smartphone, over the ‘phone, giving
the card details and hang around watching for
the delivery. A few minutes after a chap in a
high-vis jacket turns up and says that the delivery was to the wrong house and asking for the
item back. If you get such a delivery and it has
your name on it, send him packing and take up
the matter with the sender to get the deal cancelled; also report it to the police.
The latest on Uxbridge police station, is that the
public counter has already been moved to
Hayes End, but Uxbridge is still in use as a patrol base. Our Council has offered to buy the
station, so Uxbridge will still have the facilities
on site, charging the Police a rental for its use.
We shall see if this pans out.
Some time ago I reported on people losing huge
sums of money when buying houses due to
crooks sending them e-mails purporting to be
from their solicitor instructing them to make payments to a specific bank account. This account
being that of the crook.
Now I have heard of a variant of this affecting
people who have a child in private education.
An e-mail is received, seemingly from the child’s
school, saying that the school has changed its
bank account and asking that the next term’s
fees be paid into a quoted account, needless to
say that of the villain’s. The moral of this tale is
don’t ever make payments of this type, where
changes appear to have been made, without
checking by ‘phone or in person with the recipients.
To return to the matter of CCTV, our coverage
has been instrumental in getting a number of
criminals put behind bars, who otherwise might
not have been caught for lack of evidence.
If you would like to consider having your own
camera, Brian Walters, on 01895 673281,
would be happy to point you in the right
direction to get you a good deal and advise on
procedures.
Vic. Silk
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

ICKENHAM FESTIVE COMMUNITY NIGHT

Subscriptions of £ 2.00 p.a. remain frozen for the
6th year running.

Despite the freezing cold weather on Friday,
8th December 2017, there was a good attendance
at the Festive Evening, organised by the
ICKENHAM FESTIVAL COMMITTEE. Our stall
in the Village Hall looked festive with tinsel and a
string of lights.

Your Association works hard to keep costs down and
update you on important local issues four times a year
in the quarterly newsletter.
Key to making this happen is the army of volunteer
Area and Road Stewards who help deliver our newsletters and organise the collection of the very reasonable £2.00 per annum subscription.
We are currently “recruiting“ to Road Steward vacancies in the following roads:

We also had a video of photographs showing
members of various local organisations, and a
‘Christmas Card’ display of Ickenham snow
scenes.
We had a visit from our MP, Nick Hurd, who tried

Copthall Road West
Hoylake Crescent
The Grove and Grove Close
Campden Road
Lawrence Drive
Ickenham Park
The rewards are getting involved in your community
and helping you to reach your 10,000 steps.
If “management” is more your style, we are also looking for an Area Steward in the Hoylake Crescent area.
Key tasks involve distributing to the Road Stewards,
admin and record keeping.
If you are interested in any of the above you can apply by contacting Maureen Pemberton, the Membership Secretary, at ickres.memsec@gmail.com or ring
our General Secretary, June Reyner, on
tel. no. 01895 234771.

Our MP,
Nick Hurd,

I look forward to hearing from you.

Maureen Pemberton

NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY
Ickenham Festival takes place from
9th – 17th June 2018, with Village Day being on
Saturday 16th June 2018, including the ever
popular Parade
parade through Ickenham,
Festival Gala in the afternoon, and an
evening concert.
More details please see

http://www.ickenhamfestival.org.uk/Feature
Week 2018.htm
www.ickenhamfestival.org.uk/Feature

Week2018.htm

to guess the number of sweets in the jar:
The answer was 91, but he did not win!
Some people volunteered to act as road stewards,
but we always need more, so if you would like to
help, please contact our Membership Secretary,
Maureen Pemberton, details see under MEMBERSHIP NEWS on this page, or ring our General
Secretary, June Reyner, on 01895 234771.
Thank you for supporting the above venue.

Barbara Buckle

